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Forgotten Neighborhoods 
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Netherlands 
 

In the Netherlands, almost everyone has an image of 1930s neighborhoods, post-war neighborhoods, and 
Vinex locations. That is very different for the neighborhoods with social housing apartments from the 1970s 
and 1980s. They are forgotten, hardly known, even professionally. And that is a problem because a wave 
of restructuring and densification projects is imminent for these areas. They are related to the post-war 
neighborhoods, but also have fundamentally different spatial characteristics. Moreover, within the 
fragmented practice of spatial development, there is little shared knowledge on plans in other 
municipalities or housing associations. Even less is known whether these neighborhoods offer space for 
tackling the persistent housing shortage and solving other major social challenges, such as energy, 
biodiversity, circularity and inclusion. It is time for an inventory, and this project undertakes the challenge. 

In the planning for these residential areas, municipalities, developers and housing corporations set the 
framework, but it is the urban development and architecture firms that have to translate this into concrete 
design solutions. We focus on these SMEs. With this research project, we map out the ambitions, 
challenges and opportunities of the restructuring of these residential areas in three steps: What type of 
plans and ambitions are there for these residential areas? To this end, we investigate cases by means of 
policy analyses of the environmental visions and area visions. What characterizes the spatial-social 
structure of these neighborhoods? To this end, we make a comparative spatial-social analysis of several 
cases, also in relation to pre-war and early post-war ones. What opportunities and challenges does their 
restructuring offer? To this end, we use the acquired insights to explore strategies in co-creation sessions 
with external partners. In this presentation, we will share some of the outputs of this process.  

Bios Dr. Cecilia Chiappini (1983) is Associate Professor (Hoofddocent-Onderzoeker) on Adaptive 
Architecture within the Lectorate in Spatial Transformation (Lectoraat Bouwtransformatie) at the 
Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences (Hogeschool van Amsterdam-HvA). Previously to this, she 
conducted (post)doctoral research on the fluctuations of the spatial conditions of infrastructure in relation 
to public domain at urban and architectonic scales. She has about 10 years of experience teaching, 
researching and practicing in Europe and Latin America. She holds as PhD in Architecture from KU Leuven, 
Belgium (2021); a Master of Advanced Studies in Urban Design from ETH Zurich, Switzerland (2012); and 
Master in Architect from the UNL Universidad Nacional del Litoral, Santa Fe, Argentina (2007).  

Dr. Frank Suurenbroek (1974) is a Lector in Spatial Transformation (Lectoraat Bouwtransformatie) at the 
Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences (Hogeschool van Amsterdam-HvA). Suurenbroek wrote his 
dissertation on incremental urban transformation. He then worked for nine years as a senior consultant at 
Architekten Cie and Inbo Amsterdam on complex transformation projects. Since the end of 2014, he has 
led an interdisciplinary team from his lectorate that has now completed more than 14 multi-year research 
projects. The lectorate is part of the Centre of Expertise City Net Zero and the TU Delft Centre for Just City. 
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