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Cultural heritage buildings and sites everywhere are threatened by the effects of climate 
change. These not only include increasing risks of floods and submersion, but also less visible 
risks such as effects of moisture levels or, alternatively, drought. At the same time, it is 
important to involve people in the care of heritage buildings and sites, to stimulate them to 
cherish, admire, and to enrich their lives with the heritage locations, buildings and stories. 

In the SOS Climate Waterfront project, several heritage areas have been researched, for 
example the Tyrrhenian Coastline in Rome and the Lövholmen area in Stockholm1. For this 
paper, our focus is on the Wisloujscie Fortress in Gdansk, which was one of the four cases in 
the SOS-workshop in Gdansk in October 20222.  

Theoretically, this paper relies on the approach of ‘Design for Values’ [1,2].  This approach 
starts with the identification of the values that are aspired to in a design project. These values 
are connected to norms, which describe how the identified value can be reached. On a more 
technical or concrete level, requirements are noted down, which specify the precise 
conditions a design must fulfill. In this way, a ‘value hierarchy’ can be outlined, which forms 
a guide for the designing process. In a value hierarchy, the levels are connected in two ways: 
downward by ‘specification’, and upwards, by the phrase ‘for the sake of’. After the design is 
finalized, a verification step is needed to ascertain if the aspired values indeed have been 
achieved in the design. 

The empirical case study for this paper is provided by the investigations of the Wisloujcsie 
Fortress and surrounding area at the SOS-workshop in Gdansk. In our investigation of the 
site several problems and challenges came to light, which we summarized in a SWOT-
analysis. For sustainable development of the area and the conservation of cultural and 
natural heritage we identified values connected to heritage, water, public access, and social 
values, see figure 1. In the paper, we will further elaborate on the norms and requirements 
that follow from each of these values. Also, we want to reflect on a preliminary verification 
step.  

 

Figure 1: valuation framework Wisloujcsie Fortress 

 
1 http://sosclimatewaterfront.eu/sos/events 
2 Group 2 members: Jacek Jozekowski, Elena Paudice, Marina Causi, Tineke van der Schoor, Pamela Dołęga, 
Aleksandra Jurkiewicz 



We conclude that to produce designs that successfully achieve the climate and sustainability 
goals of the SOS-Climate Waterfront project, a ‘model valuation framework’ could be a useful 
guide for the design process. The first elements of such a framework are presented in our 
paper. Applying such a valuation framework stimulates ethical reflection during the design 
process and evaluation of the result. It thereby strengthens the connections between 
sustainability goals and urban design.   
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