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The Islamic State 
8QÞOWHUHG

Inte Gloerich, Rose Rowson, Rebecca Cachia, 
6XVDQ�&ODQGLOORQ��DQG�&ULVWHO�.RORSDNLQJ�_����$SULO�����

�,QVWDJUDP��IXQGDPHQWDOLVP��LPDJHFXOWXUH��SURSDJDQGD

 
Instagram has become an unsuspecting pulpit, seemingly caught off guard, 
for those determined to spread a militant message of Islamic State terror. 
Graphic, fanatical, and oftentimes heavily photoshopped images weave through 
Instagram’s labyrinth of sunset snaps and gym selfies to advance a curious 
manifestation of cause-related self-promotion.

$Q� LPDJH� RI� D� FDSSXFFLQR�� WULYLDO�
HQRXJK�WR�EH�VNLPPHG�RYHU�E\�VPDUW�
SKRQH�XVHUV�VFUROOLQJ� WKURXJK� WKHLU�
IHHG��WKH�VDPH�ROG�FRQWHQW�SRVWHG�DV�
YLVXDO�VKRUWKDQG�IRU�OLYLQJ�WKH�*RRG�
/LIH��%XW�WKLV�LVQpW�D�VKRW�WDNHQ�E\�DQ�
RQOLQH�IULHQG�VKRZLQJ�RII�WKH�VNLOOV�RI�
WKHLU�IDYRULWH�EDULVWD��7KLV�FRIIHH�KDV�
EHHQ�GLJLWDOO\�PDQLSXODWHG�WR�VKRZ�WKH�
IODJ�RI�7DZKHHG��FRPPRQO\�DVVRFLDWHG�
ZLWK�WKH�,VODPLF�6WDWH��IORDWLQJ�RQ�LWV�
VXUIDFH��/RRNLQJ�FORVHU�VWLOO��WKHUH�LV�
D�JUH\�VWULS�D�IHZ�SL[HOV�ZLGH�FRPLQJ�

GRZQ�WKH�ULJKW�VLGH�RI�WKH�LPDJH��7KLV�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�ORZ�UHVROXWLRQ�RI�WKH�LPDJH�
LQ�JHQHUDO�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�LWpV�D�VFUHHQVKRW��DQ�LPDJH�WDNHQ�IURP�VRPHZKHUH�HOVH��
JLYHQ�D�VTXDUH�DVSHFW�UDWLR�DQG�UHSXUSRVHG�IRU�D�QHZ�HQYLURQPHQW��,QVWDJUDP��
:KHUH�GLG�WKLV�LPDJH�FRPH�IURP"�:KDW�LV�LWV�SXUSRVH"�%HORZ�,QVWDJUDPpV�IULYRORXV�
DQG�DSROLWLFDO�SXEOLF�SHUFHSWLRQ�DW�WLPHV�EXEEOH�XQH[SHFWHG�SRFNHWV�RI�H[WUHPLVP�
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Transferring Beliefs Across Social Media

2YHU�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�\HDUV��DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�VLQFH�LWV������DFTXLVLWLRQ�E\�)DFHERRN��WKH�
DYHUDJH�VRFLDO�PHGLD�XVHU�KDV�OLNHO\�EHFRPH�LQWLPDWHO\�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�,QVWDJUDP��,W�
KDV�HPHUJHG�DV�WKH�ILUVW�SRUW�RI�FDOO�IRU�WKRVH�VWLOO�IDVFLQDWHG�E\�WKH�IURWK�LQ�WKHLU�
FRIIHH��QRW�WR�PHQWLRQ�WKHLU�RZQ�UHIOHFWLRQ��$YRFDGR�LQIXVHG�VPRRWKLHV�DQG�EHDFK�
IHHW�JDORUH��WKH�HYHU�SRSXODU�SKRWR�VKDULQJ�DSS�KDV�WDNHQ�RYHU�IURP�7ZLWWHU�DQG�
)DFHERRN�DV�WKH�SDUDGLJP�RI�EDQDOLW\��,Q�WXUQ��VXSSRUWHUV�RI�WKH�,VODPLF�6WDWH�KDYH�
DGRSWHG�,QVWDJUDP�DV�D�FRORUIXO��RQOLQH�XQGHUSLQQLQJ�IRU�VXSSRUW�RI�WKH�FDOLSKDWH��
5DWKHU�WKDQ�SXUSRUWLQJ�DQ�H[SOLFLW�DJHQGD�RI�PDVV�UDGLFDOL]DWLRQ�RU�UDPSDQW�WHUURU��
WKHVH�H[WUHPLVW�,QVWDJUDPPHUV�DUH�DNLQ�WR�ILWQHVV�IDQDWLFV�DQG�WKHLU�J\P�VHOILHV��
RU�WR�KLSVWHU�JDVWURQRPHV�DQG�WKH�VRIWHQHG�KXHV�RI�WKHLU�oILOWHUHGp�IRRG��7KH\�DUH�
SHRSOH�ZLWK�DQ�REVHVVLRQ��DQG�,QVWDJUDP�LV�WKHLU�UHDG\�RXWOHW��:KDW�ZH�DUH�OHIW�
ZLWK�DUH�YLVXDO�VWLPXOL�VWHHSHG�LQ�DQ�DQFLHQW�DQG�EDUEDULF�FXOWXUDO�KLVWRU\��ZKRVH�
\RXQJ�RZQHUV�SRVVHVV�DQ�XQSUDFWLFHG����VW�FHQWXU\�JUDVS�RI�,QVWDJUDP�HWLTXHWWH�

:KLOH�(XURSH�LV�VWUXJJOLQJ�WR�ILQG�D�XQLILHG�DQG�KXPDQH�DSSURDFK�WR�WKH�PDQ\�
GLVSODFHG�6\ULDQ�DQG�,UDTL�UHIXJHHV�NQRFNLQJ�DW�LWV�GRRUV��VRPH�SHRSOH�DUH�VWLOO�
WUDYHOLQJ�WKH�RWKHU�ZD\��7KH�IDFW�WKDW�IRUHLJQ�ILJKWHUV�DUH�UHFUXLWHG�QRW�RQO\�IURP�
WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��EXW�DOVR�IURP�:HVWHUQ�FRXQWULHV�KDV�EHHQ�ZHOO�FRYHUHG�LQ�PDMRU�
QHZV�RXWOHWV��$QG�DOWKRXJK�PDQ\�DUWLFOHV�KDYH�EHHQ�ZULWWHQ�DERXW�WKH�ZD\�WKH�
FU\SWV�RI�VRFLDO�PHGLD�RIIHU�D�VDIH�KDYHQ�IRU�H[WUHPLVW�WKRXJKW��H[DFWO\�ZKDW�SOD\V�
RXW�WKHUH�RIWHQ�UHPDLQV�UDWKHU�YDJXH��8VLQJ�GDWD�JDWKHUHG�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�PRQWKV�RI�
������EHIRUH�VWRULHV�RI�VXQNHQ�ERDWV�WRRN�RYHU�IURQW�SDJHV��WKLV�DUWLFOH�VKLQHV�D�
OLJKW�RQ�WKRVH�GDUN�FRUQHUV�RI��LQ�WKLV�FDVH��,QVWDJUDP��:KLOH�FRYHUDJH�E\�PDLQ�
VWUHDP�SUHVV�IOXFWXDWHV��H[DPLQLQJ�GDWD�VXFK�DV�WKHVH�LOOXPLQDWHV�WKH�LQVLGLRXV�
DQG�VXVWDLQHG�IORZ�RI�SUR�,6�SURSDJDQGD�RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD�

:H�VWLOO�UHFDOO�ZKHQ�7ZLWWHU�DQG�)DFHERRN�ZHUH�SULPDULO\�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKH�
PXQGDQLW\�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�XVHUVp�OLYHV��ZLWK�)DFHERRN�VWURQJO\�VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW�XVHUV�
SRVW�VWDWXVHV�LQ�WKH�WKLUG�SHUVRQ�SUHVHQW�WHQVH�XQWLO�������IL[HGO\�SKUDVHG�DV�
q-RKQ�LVfr��DQG�7ZLWWHU�DVNLQJ��o:KDW�DUH�\RX�GRLQJ"p�FLUFD�������:KLOH�ODUJH�
VZDWKHV�RI�ERWK�7ZLWWHU�DQG�)DFHERRN�XVHUV�DUH�QR�GRXEW�VWLOO�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�
LQFRQVHTXHQWLDO�FRPPHQWV�RQ�SHUVRQDO�OLYHV��5LFKDUG�5RJHUV�QRWHG�LQ�KLV������
DUWLFOH�o'HEDQDOL]LQJ�7ZLWWHUp�WKDW�WKHVH�SODWIRUPV�KDG�PRUH�UHFHQWO\�FRPH�WR�
EH�NQRZQ�IRU�WKH�VKDULQJ�RI�QHZV��FDWDO\]LQJ�SROLWLFDO�HQJDJHPHQW��DQG�IRU�WKH�
SURPRWLRQ�RI�DFWLYLVW�PRYHPHQWV��6DYY\�VRFLDO�PHGLD�XVDJH��ERWK�RQ�WKH�SDUW�
RI� ,6�DFWLYLVWV�DQG�HQWKXVLDVWLF�QHZV�VKDUHUV�RQ�7ZLWWHU�DQG�)DFHERRN��KDV�
SOD\HG�D�VLJQLILFDQW�UROH�LQ�DPSOLI\LQJ�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�,6�LQ�WKH�PHGLD��FDUU\LQJ�WKH�
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FRQYHUVDWLRQ�WR�DOO�FRUQHUV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��)HZ�SHRSOH�ZLOO�KDYH�HVFDSHG�UHSRUWV�RI�
WKH�KLJK�SURILOH��VDYDJH�DFWV�FRPPLWWHG�E\�,6�DQG�WKH�VRFLDO�PHGLD�UHFUXLWPHQW�
WHFKQLTXHV�RI�,6�V\PSDWKL]HUV�

5DWKHU�WKDQ�EHLQJ�SROLWLFDOO\�FKDUJHG�LQ�DQG�RI�WKHPVHOYHV��7ZLWWHU�DQG�)DFHERRN�
SURYLGH�D�VWLPXODWLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW��DQ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�ZKHUH�XVHUV�FDQ�VKDUH�LQIRUPD�
WLRQ�IURP�RXWVLGH�VRXUFHV��7ZLWWHU�IHHGV�KDYH�EHFRPH�OLVWV�RI�OLQNV�WR�FOLFN�WKURXJK��
SURYLGLQJ�LQVLJKW�LQWR�ZKDW�LV�KDSSHQLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�DW�ODUJH��ZKLOH�)DFHERRN�
JURXSV�DQG�SDJHV�HVVHQWLDOO\�EHFRPH�D�SRRO�RI�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�VKDUHG�RSLQLRQV�
EULQJLQJ�WRJHWKHU�OLNH�PLQGHG�LQGLYLGXDOV��,QVWDJUDP��FRQYHUVHO\��GRHV�QRW�DOORZ�
XVHUV�WR�HQJDJH�ZLWK�RXWVLGH�FRQWHQW�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ZD\��8VHUV�RI�WKH�VPDUWSKRQH�
DSS�ILQG�WKHPVHOYHV�WUDSSHG�LQ�D�VXQVHW�OLQHG�ODE\ULQWK��ZLWKRXW�HDV\�H[LW�SDWKV�
WR�H[WHUQDO�OLQNV�DV�DOORZHG�E\�7ZLWWHU�DQG�)DFHERRN��$VLGH�IURP�D�VLQJOH�DOORWWHG�
VSDFH�IRU�D�SHUVRQDO�ZHEVLWH�LQ�HDFK�XVHUpV�SURILOH��,QVWDJUDP�GRHV�QRW�VXSSRUW�
WKH�VKDULQJ�RI�OLQNV��,I�VRPHRQH�ZHUH�WR�LQFOXGH�DQ�RXWVLGH�OLQN�XQGHU�DQ�LPDJH�RU�
YLGHR��LW�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�FOLFNDEOH��%HVLGHV�GLVDOORZLQJ�FOLFN�WKURXJK�OLQNV��QR�WH[W�RQ�
,QVWDJUDP�FDQ�EH�FRSLHG�DQG�SDVWHG��7KXV��WKH�SODWIRUP�FDSDELOLWLHV�RI�,QVWDJUDP�
GLVFRXUDJH�XVHUV�IURP�WUHDWLQJ�LW�DV�D�SRUWDO�IRU�VKDULQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�H[WHUQDO�
VRXUFHV��:KDW�GRHV�WKLV�PHDQ�IRU�SROLWLFDOO\�HQJDJHG�RU�HYHQ�H[WUHPLVW�,QVWDJUDP�
XVHUV"�6XUHO\�ZKHQ�XVHUV�VKLIW�WKHLU�IRFXV�EHWZHHQ�GLIIHUHQW�VRFLDO�PHGLD�RXWOHWV��
WKHLU�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�EHOLHIV�GR�QRW�JHW�OHIW�EHKLQG"

Following our SUHYLRXV�LQYHVWLJDWLYH�UHVHDUFK�LQWR�WKH�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�DFWLRQV�RI�,6�
RQ�)DFHERRN��ZH�EHFDPH�FXULRXV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�,6�RQ�,QVWDJUDP��%\�
VSHQGLQJ�WLPH�WUDZOLQJ�WKURXJK�LQGLYLGXDO�SURILOHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�,6�UHODWHG�
NH\ZRUGV��ZH�FRQVWUXFWHG�D�OLVW�RI�oJDWHNHHSHUp�KDVKWDJV�WKDW�ZH�EHOLHYHG�ZRXOG�OHDG�
WR�WKH�FRUH�RI�,6�VXSSRUW�RQ�,QVWDJUDP��:H�UHVHDUFKHG�LPDJHV�DQG�YLGHRV�SRVWHG�
RQ�WKH�SODWIRUP�EHWZHHQ�-DQXDU\����������DQG�0DUFK�����������+DYLQJ�JDWKHUHG�
�������SRVWV��ZH�WKHQ�UHGXFHG�WKHVH�WR�WKRVH�GLVSOD\LQJ�H[SOLFLW��XQTXHVWLRQDEOH�
VXSSRUW�IRU�,6��7KLV�DPRXQWHG�WR�����LPDJHV�DQG�YLGHRV�SRVWHG�E\�IDQDWLFV�IURP�
DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG��EURXJKW�WRJHWKHU�RQ�,QVWDJUDP��$OO�FODLPV�ZH�PDNH�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�
DUWLFOH�UHODWH�WR�WKLV�VXEVHW�RI�,6�FRQWHQW�RQ�,QVWDJUDP��EHIRUH�ZH�EHJLQ�GLVFXVVLRQ�
RI�WKHVH�LPDJHV�ZH�PXVW�DFNQRZOHGJH��DV�WKH�QXPEHUV�TXRWHG�DERYH�DWWHVW��WKDW�
WKLV�UHVHDUFK�LV�QRW�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�DQDO\VLV�RI�,6�VXSSRUW�RQ�,QVWDJUDP��5DWKHU��
LW�LV�D�JOLPSVH�LQWR�WKH�PLQGVHW�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�FKRRVH�WR�H[SUHVV�WKHLU�VXSSRUW�
IRU�,6�YLD�,QVWDJUDP��,W�LV�DOVR�LPSRUWDQW�WR�FRQVLGHU�WKDW�WKLV�SUR�,6�VXSSRUW�RQ�
,QVWDJUDP�LV�WKH�ODWHVW�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�D�ORQJ�VHULHV�RI�MLKDGLVW�SURSDJDQGD��7R�
XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�VLJQLILFDQFH�RI�WKH�LPDJHV�JDWKHUHG�IURP�,QVWDJUDP��ZH�PXVW�ILUVW�
EULHIO\�GHOYH�LQWR�WKLV�KLVWRU\�
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Tracing the Rise of Islamic State Propaganda

5RRWHG�LQ�D�FUXHO��UHPRUVHOHVV��DQG�VHFWDULDQ�DSSURDFK�WR�MLKDG��,6�LV�FDOFXODWLQJ�DQG�
RSSRUWXQLVWLF��,W�LV�DOVR�D�SURGXFW�RI�LWV�WLPH��7KH�VHOI�SURFODLPHG�,VODPLF�FDOLSKDWH�
KDV�SURVSHUHG�LQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�DQG�VRFLHWDO�ILVVXUHV�IROORZLQJ�WKH������86�LQYDVLRQ�
RI�,UDT�DQG�WKH�6\ULDQ�&LYLO�:DU�RI�UHFHQW�\HDUV��,Q�ZKDW�WR�PRVW�SHRSOH�VHHPV�
OLNH�D�IUDFWLRQ�RI�D�VHFRQG��WKH�6XQQL�PLOLWDQWV�KDYH�HYROYHG�IURP�D�VSOLQWHU�JURXS�
DIILOLDWHG�ZLWK�$O�4DHGD�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOGpV�PRVW�IHDUHG�WHUURULVW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��,6�LV�
VXSSRUWHG�E\�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�PLOLWDULVWLF�VXFFHVV��IXQGLQJ�VWUHDPV�WKDW�KDYH�PDGH�
LW�WKH�ULFKHVW�JURXS�RI�LQVXUJHQWV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��DQG�D�VWULFWO\�UHDFWLRQLVW�LGHRORJ\�
WKDW�HYRNHV�PHPRULHV�RI�D�PHGLHYDO��,VODPLF�JROGHQ�DJH�

7KH�URRWV�RI�,6�ILUPO\�WRRN�KROG�LQ������ZKHQ�$O�4DHGD�LQ�,UDT��$4,��ZDV�IRXQGHG��
D�GHFDGH�EHIRUH�LWV�GHFODUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�,VODPLF�FDOLSKDWH�LQ�������$4,�IXQFWLRQHG�
DV�D�ORRVH�DIILOLDWH�RI�$O�4DHGD�ZLWK�GLVWLQFW�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�LWV�RZQ��$O�4DHGDpV�
SURSDJDQGD�DW�WKH�WLPH�SRUWUD\HG�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DV�D�GHIHQGHU�RI�WKH�,VODPLF�
FRPPXQLW\�DJDLQVW�QHJDWLYH�:HVWHUQ�LQIOXHQFH�DQG�SRZHU��,Q�FRQWUDVW��$4,�VSRNH�
D�ODQJXDJH�RI�FRQILGHQFH�DQG�VWUHQJWK�LQ�EDWWOH��0LOLWDULVWLF�SURZHVV�DQG�WKH�JORUL�
ILFDWLRQ�RI�GHDWK�LQ�FRPEDW�GRPLQDWHG�WKH�SURSDJDQGD�UHOHDVHG�E\�$4,��DQG�DOVR�
WKDW�UHOHDVHG�E\�LWV�KHLU��,6��

7KLV�LV�PRVW�DSSDUHQW�LQ�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQpV�IRXU�SDUW�VHULHV�The Clanging of the 
Swords��UHOHDVHG�LQ�������ZKLFK�PDUNHG�D�VKLIW�WRZDUGV�SURSDJDQGD�RI�SURIHVVLRQDO�
TXDOLW\��,W�IHDWXUHG�ZHOO�GLUHFWHG�FDPHUDZRUN��LQFOXGLQJ�DHULDO�GURQH�IRRWDJH��DQG�D�
VWUDWHJLF�QDUUDWLYH�WKDW�PHOGHG�GLVSOD\V�RI�PDUWLDO�VWUHQJWK�DQG�YLROHQW�LPDJHU\�ZLWK�
VKRZV�RI�FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG�IRUJLYHQHVV��9LGHRV�DQG�LPDJHV�SURGXFHG�E\�,6�GHSLFW�
YLROHQFH�DQG�H[HFXWLRQ�WKURXJK�YDULRXV�PHDQV�LQFOXGLQJ�GHFDSLWDWLRQ��GHDWK�E\�
IDOOLQJ��DQG�EHLQJ�VHW�DOLJKW��7KH�XVH�RI�WKLV�NLQG�RI�VDYDJH�LPDJHU\�KDV�LWV�RULJLQV�
in the jihadist text The Management of Savagery��ZKLFK�DGYRFDWHV�XVLQJ�SK\VLFDO�
YLROHQFH�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�GLVVHPLQDWLRQ�RI�EUXWDO�LPDJHU\�IRU�VXFFHVVIXO�MLKDG�

6RFLDO�PHGLD�KDYH�SURYLGHG�,6�ZLWK�WKH�WRROV�WR�FURZGVRXUFH�ERWK�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�DQG�
GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�LWV�ZDUPRQJHULQJ�LGHRORJ\��8VLQJ�WKH�HFKR�FKDPEHU�RI�UHWZHHWV�
DQG�OLNHV��,6�VXFFHHGV�LQ�VSUHDGLQJ�LWV�WHQGULOV�EH\RQG�LWV�WHUULWRULDO�YLFWRULHV��$NLQ�
WR�D�PHGLD�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��SURSDJDQGD�UHOHDVHG�E\�,6�KDV�WDSSHG�LQWR�ZKDW�PDNHV�
D�FRQWHQW�KXQJU\�DXGLHQFH�WLFN��7KLV�KDV�VHW�LW�DSDUW�IURP�WKH�MLKDGLVW�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�
ORQJ��WHGLRXV�VSHHFKHV�XQVXLWHG�WR�WKH�:HVWHUQ�DWWHQWLRQ�VSDQ��,6�DV�ZH�KDYH�
FRPH�WR�NQRZ�LW�LQ�WKH�SDVW�WZR�\HDUV�LV�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�ZKHQ�MLKDGLVWV�XQGHUVWDQG�
KRZ�WR�JHW�WKHLU�PHVVDJH�VSUHDG�RQOLQH�E\�D�IUHQ]LHG�DXGLHQFH�
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7HFKQRORJ\�KDV�ORQJ�EHHQ�XVHG�IRU�WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�H[WUHPLVW�FRQWHQW�YLD�FDVVHWWHV��
LQWHUQHW�IRUXPV��YLGHR�VKDULQJ�SODWIRUPV��DQG�VR�IRUWK��,6�QRZ�KDV�D�OHDUQHG�XQGHU�
VWDQGLQJ�RI�WHFKQRORJ\�WKDW�DSSHDOV�WR�WKH�VFUROOLQJ�JHQHUDWLRQ��6KRUW�DWWHQWLRQ�
VSDQV�DUH�FDSWXUHG�E\�VOLFN�HGLWLQJ��KLJK�TXDOLW\�FLQHPDWRJUDSK\��DQG�WKH�NLQG�RI�
VWRU\ERDUGLQJ�WKDW�LV�PRUH�FRPPRQO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�ILUVW�SHUVRQ�VKRRWHU�JDPHV�
DQG�ZDU�PRYLHV��7KH�EHKHDGLQJ�YLGHR�IHDWXULQJ�-LKDGL�-RKQ�SUHVHQWHG�,6�DV�D�
VWUDWHJLF�DUP\�SHUIRUPLQJ�ZLWK�DOPRVW�FKRUHRJUDSKHG�SUHFLVLRQ�LQ�WKH�PHGLD��7KH�
ILWWHG��EODFN�GUDSHU\�RI�WKH�%ULWLVK�H[HFXWLRQHU��WKH�EDJJ\�RUDQJH�MXPSVXLWV�RI�KLV�
YLFWLPV��DQG�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO�YLGHR�SURGXFWLRQ��SRUWUD\HG�D�EDUEDULF�\HW�DUWLFXODWH�
IRUFH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�VRFLDO�PHGLD�DQG�PDUNHWLQJ�NQRZ�KRZ�

Connecting Across Borders

6RFLDO�PHGLD�SODWIRUPV�DUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�EXLOG�JOREDO�FRPPXQLWLHV��DOORZLQJ�HYHU\RQH�
t�YLROHQW�H[WUHPLVWV�LQFOXGHG�t�WR�FRQQHFW�DFURVV�SK\VLFDO�EDUULHUV��7KH�QHWZRUNV�
RI�V\PSDWKL]HUV�RQ�,QVWDJUDP�DUH�FUXFLDO�WR�,6�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�QRW�OLPLWHG�E\�
JHRJUDSKLFDO�ERXQGDULHV�EXW�DUH�LQVWHDG�OLQNHG�LQ�D�WLJKW�RQOLQH�FRPPXQLW\�

,QVWDJUDPPHUV�KDYH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�JHRWDJ�WKHLU�SRVWV��EXW�WKLV�LV�IDU�IURP�
FRPPRQ�SUDFWLFH��:LWK�RQO\����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�SRVWV�ZH�DJJUHJDWHG�EHLQJ�JHRWDJJHG�
RU�KDYLQJ�DGGLWLRQDO�ORFDWLRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ��LW�LV�TXLWH�GLIILFXOW�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHUH�
SRVWV�FRPH�IURP��1HYHUWKHOHVV��RXU�VPDOO�VDPSOH�RI�ORFDWDEOH�SRVWV�VKRZV�KHLJKW�
HQHG�GHJUHHV�RI�LQWHUDFWLRQ�LQ�6\GQH\�DQG�0HOERXUQH��D�SUROLILF�XVHU�LQ�6HDWWOH��
DQG�DQRWKHU�LQ�+DPEXUJ��*HUPDQ\��D�QHWZRUN�RI�,6�V\PSDWKL]HUV�VSDQQLQJ�WKH�
JOREH��1RQH�RI�RXU�JHRORFDWHG�SRVWV�RULJLQDWHG�IURP�6\ULD�RU�,UDT��,W�LV�SRVVLEOH�
WKDW�QRQH�RI�WKH�SRVWV�ZH�FROOHFWHG�RULJLQDWHG�IURP�WKH�UHJLRQ��KRZHYHU��LW�LV�DOVR�
OLNHO\�WKDW�IURQWOLQH�ILJKWHUV�t�EHLQJ�DZDUH�RI�VXUYHLOODQFH�SUDFWLFHV�t�DUH�H[FHS�
WLRQDOO\�FDUHIXO�QRW�WR�SXEOLVK�WKHLU�ZKHUHDERXWV�RQOLQH��,QGLYLGXDO�FDVHV�OLNH�WKDW�
RI�1HZ�=HDODQGHU�MLKDGL�0DUN�7D\ORU��ZKR�LQDGYHUWHQWO\�UHYHDOHG�KLV�H[DFW�ORFDWLRQ�
E\�IRUJHWWLQJ�WR�WXUQ�RII�JHRWDJJLQJ�RQ�KLV�WZHHWV�DIWHU�DUULYLQJ�LQ�6\ULD��DUH�WKH�
H[FHSWLRQ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�UXOH�

7KH�SRZHU�RI�WKH�RQOLQH�MLKDG�RI�,6�LV�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
WLHV�WKDW�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�QHDU�LPSRVVLEOH�RIIOLQH��,QVWDJUDPPHUV�IURP�DURXQG�WKH�
ZRUOG�IROORZ�HDFK�RWKHU�DV�ZHOO�DV�FRPPHQW�RQ�DQG�OLNH�HDFK�RWKHUpV�SRVWV��WKHUHE\�
FUHDWLQJ�DQ�RQOLQH�FRPPXQLW\�RU�QHWZRUN�RI�GHFHQWUDOL]HG�EXW�FRQQHFWHG�SHRSOH��
7KLV�GHFHQWUDOL]HG�QHWZRUN�RQ�,QVWDJUDP�IHDWXUHV�FDVHV�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�DJHQF\�DQG�
HYHQ�FUHDWLYLW\�E\�XVHUV�WKDW�FRQWUDVWV�,6p�UHSUHVVLYH�VKDULD�VWDWH��:KDW�ZH�VHH�RQ�



 Meme Politics 157

WKH�DSS�LV�D�V\QWKHVLV�RI�XVHU�JHQHUDWHG�FRQWHQW�DQG�WKH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�H[WUHPLVW�
LGHRORJ\�LQ�GLJLWDO�YLVXDO�FXOWXUH��0DQ\�LPDJHV�DUH�SURGXFHG�DQG�GLVWULEXWHG�HYHU\�
PRQWK��UHDFKLQJ�YDU\LQJ�GHJUHHV�RI�SRSXODULW\��HDFK�RQH�HYHQWXDOO\�EHFRPLQJ�
MXVW�RQH�PRUH�IRUJRWWHQ�SKRWRJUDSK�LQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�SLOH��:KDW�GRHV�LW�WDNH�IRU�DQ�
,6�UHODWHG�SLFWXUH�WR�EH�SRSXODU�RQ�,QVWDJUDP�GXULQJ�LWV�YHU\�VKRUW�SULPH�RI�OLIH"

Liking Islamic State on Instagram

,QFKLQJ�WKURXJK�RXU�VHW�RI�LPDJHV��ZH�ZHUH�LQVWDQWO\�VXUSULVHG�WR�ILQG�WKDW��XQOLNH�
RQ�)DFHERRN�RU�7ZLWWHU��VXSSRUWHUV�RI�,6�GR�QRW�VHHP�WR�UHDFW�WR�PDMRU�QHZV�
VWRULHV�XVLQJ�,QVWDJUDP��$WURFLWLHV�ZKLFK�FRQVXPHG�PDLQVWUHDP�PHGLD��OLNH�WKH�
EHKHDGLQJV�RI�-DPHV�)ROH\��6WHYHQ�6RWORII��DQG�'DYLG�&DZWKRUQH�+DLQHV��WKH�
EXUQLQJ�RI�-RUGDQLDQ�SLORW�0XDWK�DO�.DVDVEHK��RU�WKH�GHFODUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�,VODPLF�
FDOLSKDWH��FUHDWHG�IHZ�ZDYHV�RQ�,QVWDJUDP��8QOLNH�RWKHU�VRFLDO�PHGLD�XVHUV��,QVWD�
JUDPPHUV�VHHP�XQFRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKH����KRXU�QHZV�F\FOH��ZKLOH�VWLOO�HQJDJLQJ�
ZLWK�D�VRFLDOO\��SROLWLFDOO\��DQG�UHOLJLRXVO\�FKDUJHG�DJHQGD��7KH\�DOORZ�WKHLU�RZQ�
EUDQG�RI�H[WUHPLVP�WR�IORXULVK��DUH�KLJKO\�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKHLU�LGHRORJLFDO�JRDOV�
EXW�XQWDLQWHG�E\�WKH�UKHWRULF�RI�:HVWHUQ�MRXUQDOLVP�

7KHUH�DUH�WZR�UROHV�WKDW�DQ\RQH�RQ�,QVWDJUDP��LQFOXGLQJ�,6�V\PSDWKL]HUV��LV�OLNHO\�
WR�DGRSW��VXSSOLHU�RI�FRQWHQW��E\�WDNLQJ�SKRWRV�DQG�VKDULQJ�WKHP��DQG�FRQVXPHU�
RI�FRQWHQW��E\�YLHZLQJ��OLNLQJ��DQG�RWKHUZLVH�LQWHUDFWLQJ�ZLWK�LPDJHV�RU�YLGHRV�
VKDUHG�E\�RWKHUV���$V�WKH�TXLFNHVW�ZD\�RI�LQWHUDFWLQJ�ZLWK�LPDJHV�RQ�,QVWDJUDP��
OLNLQJ�LV�D�TXDQWLILDEOH�PHDVXUH�RI�ZKDW�VWLUV�SHRSOH�WR�WDNH�DFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�DSS��,W�LV�D�
XQLIRUP�ZD\�RI�VKRZLQJ�DSSURYDO�IRU�FRQWHQW��EH�LW�D�PXQGDQH�LPDJH�RI�VRPHRQHpV�
OXQFK�RU�D�PRUH�VLQLVWHU�LPDJH�RI�FULPHV�FRPPLWWHG�E\�,6��7KH�/LNH�LV�,QVWDJUDPpV�
FXUUHQF\�DQG��FRQVHTXHQWO\��D�VLJQLILHU�RI�YDOXH�RQ�WKH�DSS��7KH�PRUH�OLNHV�DQ�
LPDJH�UHFHLYHV��WKH�PRUH�YDOXDEOH�LW�LV��6HOILHV�FDQ�EH�FDOOHG�SRSXODU�EHFDXVH�VR�
PDQ\�SHRSOH�SRVW�SLFWXUHV�RI�WKHPVHOYHV��EXW�DQ�LPDJH�SRVWHG�E\�VHOILH�PRQHWL]HU�
.LP�.DUGDVKLDQ�ZLOO�TXLFNO\�JDLQ�WKRXVDQGV�RI�OLNHV�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�FRXOG�EH�VDLG�WR�
EH�PRUH�YDOXDEOH�WKDQ�WKH�DYHUDJH�VHOILH�

:KDW�KDSSHQV�ZKHQ�FRQWHQW�LV�GHHPHG�YDOXDEOH"�,W�JDLQV�YLVLELOLW\�LQ�WZR�ZD\V��
���LW�LV�LQFUHDVLQJO\�FLUFXODWHG�LWVHOI�����LWV�VXEMHFW�PDWWHU��LWV�XVH�RI�LQVSLUDWLRQDO�RU�
KXPRURXV�FRQWHQW�DV�ZHOO�DV�LWV�DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLWLHV�DUH�EHLQJ�FRSLHG��&RS\LQJ�D�
YDOXDEOH�LPDJHpV�WKHPH��ILOWHU��RU�KXPRURXV�LQWHQW�LV�D�ZD\�IRU�RWKHU�XVHUVp�FRQWHQW�
WR�JDLQ�OLNHV��:KDW�ZH�HQG�XS�ZLWK�LV�D�VWUHDP�RI�LPDJHV�DQG�YLGHRV�WKDW�PLJKW�
VXEWO\�GLIIHU��EXW�ZKLFK�DUH�HHULO\�VLPLODU�
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6R��ZKDW�GR�,6�DFWLYLVWV�VKDUH�RQ�,QVWDJUDP"�,W�FRPHV�DV�QR�VXUSULVH�WKDW�WKH�JUDSKLF�
SRUWUD\DO�RI�PLOLWDU\�MLKDG�LV�SUHYDOHQW�DPRQJVW�,6�WKHPHG�SRVWV�RQ�,QVWDJUDP��,WpV�
D�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�SUHYLRXVO\�H[LVWLQJ�IRUPV�RI�SURSDJDQGD�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�XVHG�E\�
WKH�YDULRXV�KLVWRULFDO�LQFDUQDWLRQV�RI�,6��2Q�,QVWDJUDP��LPDJHV�RI�IDOOHQ�ILJKWHUV��
WDNHQ�ERWK�ZKHQ�GHDG�DQG�VWLOO�DOLYH��JORULI\�PDUW\UGRP�IRU�WKH�FDOLSKDWH��'HDG�
PXMDKLGHHQ�DUH�LPPRUWDOL]HG�WKURXJK�PHWDSKRULFDO�UHIHUHQFHV��ERWK�WH[WXDO�DQG�
YLVXDO��WR�DQJHOV�LQ�KHDYHQ�DQG�ELUGV�LQ�SDUDGLVH�

$SSHDULQJ�DORQJVLGH�LPDJHV�RI�PLOLWDU\�MLKDG�DUH�SRVHV�WKDW�FRPH�EDFN�DJDLQ�
DQG�DJDLQ��MXVW�OLNH�VHOILHV��GXFN�IDFHV��DQG�EHDFK�IHHW�GR�LQ�RWKHU�RQOLQH�FLUFOHV��
&RQWUDVWLQJ�WKH�RYHUDOO�OLJKW�KHDUWHGQHVV�RI�WKHVH�SLFWXUHV��,6p�EUDQG�RI�SRVH�
FRQVLVWV�RI�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKHLU�SHUYDVLYH�EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�IODJ��ULJLGO\�XSULJKW��
IHHW�VKRXOGHU�ZLGWK�DSDUW��DQG�RQH�LQGH[�ILQJHU�SRLQWLQJ�XS�WRZDUGV�WKH�VN\��,Q�WKRVH�

Source unknown.
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LPDJHV�WKDW�RULJLQDWH�IURP�WKH�IURQWOLQHV�LQ�,UDT�DQG�6\ULD��RQH�KDQG�DOVR�NHHSV�D�
ILUP�KROG�RI�WKH�EDUUHO�RI�D�JXQ��7KH�IODJ�LV�D�GHOLEHUDWHO\�VHOHFWHG�V\PERO�RI�WKH�
OLQN�WKH�,VODPLF�6WDWH�EHOLHYHV�WR�KDYH�ZLWK�WKH�3URSKHW�0XKDPPDG��7KH�VLQJOH��
UDLVHG�ILQJHU�KDV�GHYHORSHG�LQWR�D�YLVXDO�LGHQWLILHU�IRU�WKH�PLOLWDQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
DNLQ�WR�WKRVH�XVHG�E\�FLW\�JDQJV��D�QRQ�YHUEDO�V\PERO�WR�EH�UHFRJQL]HG�E\�WKRVH�
LQ�WKH�NQRZ��7KH�SRVH�UHSUHVHQWV�tawheed�RU�WKH�EHOLHI�LQ�WKH�RQHQHVV�RI�*RG��
$V�VHHQ�RQ�,QVWDJUDP��,6�ILJKWHUV�DQG�DFWLYLVWV�DOVR�XVH�LW�DV�D�VLJQ�RI�VXSSRUW�IRU�
WKH�JOREDO�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�WKH�FDOLSKDWH�

$V�ZLWK�RWKHU�PRUH�LQQRFXRXV�VLGHV�RI�,QVWDJUDP��,6�FRQWHQW�FRPHV�ZLWK�D�VHQVH�
RI�PRQRWRQ\��)ODJV��VKLHOGHG�IDFHV��DQG�JXQV��PHQ�SRVLQJ�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�DJDLQ�DQG�
DJDLQ��:KLOH�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�WKHVH�LPDJHV�GRHV�VSHDN�IRU�WKHLU�SRSXODULW\�ZLWK�WKH�
SRVWHUV�WKHPVHOYHV��ZKDW�OHDGV�RWKHUV�WR�OLNH��FRPPHQW��DQG�RWKHUZLVH�HQJDJH�
ZLWK�VXFK�FRQWHQW"�,PDJHV�RI�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�WKH�RQH�ILQJHU�VDOXWH��KROGLQJ�
JXQV�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�,6�IODJ��VHHP�WR�EH�D�VXUH�ZD\�RI�DWWUDFWLQJ�OLNHV�IURP�RWKHU�,6�
VXSSRUWHUV��7KH�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKHVH�LPDJHV�VSHDN�WR�WKH�IXWXUH��WKH\�DUH�WKH�QH[W�
JHQHUDWLRQ�OLQHG�XS�WR�ILJKW�IRU�WKH�FDXVH�

:KHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�SRSXODU�FRQWHQW��WKHUH�LV�DOVR�D�ODUJH�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�PLVFHOODQHRXV�
SRVWV�DWWUDFWLQJ�OLNHV�DQG�GHPDQGLQJ�DWWHQWLRQ��3HRSOH�XVH�D�YDULHW\�RI�FUHDWLYH�
WHFKQLTXHV�WR�SURPRWH�LQGLYLGXDO�PHVVDJHV�LQ�DHVWKHWLFDOO\�VLPLODU�ZD\V��7KHUH�DUH�
LQVSLUDWLRQDO�TXRWHV�IURP�WKH�4XpUDQ�VXSHULPSRVHG�RQWR�SKRWRJUDSKV�DORQJVLGH�
WDEOHDXV�RI�ZHDSRQU\��KRUVHV��DQG�IODJV�UHPLQLVFHQW�RI�D�PHGLHYDO�HUD�RI�,VODPLF�
GRPLQDQFH��DQG�YDU\LQJ�SRUWUD\DOV�RI�,6p�EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�V\PERO��,6�V\PSDWKL]HUV�
RQ�,QVWDJUDP�DOVR�VHHP�WR�KDYH�D�IDVFLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�FDWV��D�UHYHUHG�DQLPDO�LQ�,VODP�
VDLG�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�IDYRUHG�E\�WKH�3URSKHW�0XKDPPDG��)URQWOLQH�LPDJHV�RI�,6�ILJKWHUV�

Source unknown.
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FXGGOLQJ�NLWWHQV�VKRZ�D�PRUH�FDULQJ�DQG�FRPSDVVLRQDWH�VLGH�RI�WKH�PLOLWDQWV��
ZKHUHDV�WKH�XVH�RI�OLRQV�VKRZV�TXLWH�WKH�RSSRVLWH��7KH�OLRQ�PHWDSKRU�UHSUHVHQWV�
WKH�VROGLHUV�DV�IHURFLRXV�ZDUULRUV�ILJKWLQJ�DQ�HSLF�DQG�KHURLF�EDWWOH�

3RVWHU�OLNH�LPDJHU\�KLQWV�DW�XVHUV�ZKR�DUH�SURILFLHQW�LQ�WKH�XVH�RI�HGLWLQJ�WRROV�ERWK�
LQWHUQDO�DQG�H[WHUQDO�WR�WKH�DSS��7KH�RXWFRPH�LV�DQ�DUUD\�RI�LPDJHV�PLPLFNLQJ�
ILUVW�SHUVRQ�VKRRWHU�JDPHV�RU�PRYLH�SRVWHUV��UHPRYLQJ�IURP�SHRSOHpV�LPDJLQDWLRQV�
WKH�UHDO�ZRUOG�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�,6�DV�D�SK\VLFDO�HQWLW\�RQ�D�WHUURU�UDPSDJH��,Q�
SDUWLFXODU��W\SHIDFHV�WKDW�DUH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�PHGLD�SURGXFWLRQV�VXFK�DV�ILUVW�SHUVRQ�
shooter Call of Duty��WKH�HSLF�IDQWDV\�The Lord of the Rings��DQG�WKH�+%2�VHULHV�
Band of Brothers�DUH�XVHG�WR�HQWLFH�WKH�YLHZHU�WR�MRLQ�WKH�DGYHQWXUH�

,QVWDJUDP�HQGRZV�D�XQLIRUPLW\�WR�FRQWHQW�WKDW�HDVLO\�HQDEOHV�SVHXGR�EUDQGLQJ�WR�
EH�DSSOLHG�WR�,6�LGHRORJ\�DQG�JUDSKLF�FRQWHQW��7KH�DHVWKHWLF�FRQIRUPLW\�RI�,QVWD�
JUDP�VHDPOHVVO\�DSSOLHV�WR�MDUULQJO\�GLIIHUHQW�VXEMHFW�PDWWHU��([WUHPLVW�FRQWHQW�
VLWV�DPRQJ�,QVWDJUDPpV�PRUH�LQQRFXRXV�LPDJHV��FDSWXUHG�LQ�WKH�VDPH����S[�E\�
���S[�VTXDUH��DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ��WKLV�DVSHFW�UDWLR�ZDV�VWLOO�HQIRUFHG���
ODUJHO\�XVLQJ�WKH�VDPH�VHW�RI�HGLWLQJ�WRROV�DQG�ILOWHUV��7KLV�SURGXFHV�LPDJHV�WKDW�
DUH�XQFDQQLO\�VLPLODU�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WRQDOLW\��GHJUHHV�RI�FRQWUDVW�DQG�VDWXUDWLRQ��DQG�
XQLIRUP�RYHUOD\V�WKDW�FDQ�EHDXWLI\�WKH�PRVW�SRLQWOHVV�FRQWHQW�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�PRVW�
GLVWUHVVLQJ��%\�PHDQV�RI�,QVWDJUDP��XVHUV�DUH�DEOH�WR�SUHVHQW�,6�DQG�LWV�LGHRORJ\�
LQ�XQLTXH�DQG�\HW�XQLIRUP�ZD\V�

,6p�PHVVDJH�IORZV�LQWR�DOUHDG\�H[LVWLQJ�VWUHDPV�RI�FRQWHQW�RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD�WKDW�
ZRXOG�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�EH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�YLROHQW�MLKDG��,Q�-XQH�������DURXQG�WKH�
WLPH�WKH�FDOLSKDWH�ZDV�GHFODUHG��WKH�VRFFHU�:RUOG�&XS�7ZLWWHU�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZDV�
LQILOWUDWHG�E\�H[WUHPLVW�PHVVDJHV�WDJJHG�ZLWK�WKH�:RUOG�&XS�KDVKWDJV��:&�����RU�
�%UD]LO������/DWHU�LQ�WKH�VDPH�VXPPHU��<RX7XEH�WHHQ�VWDU�5LFN\�'LOORQpV��$VN5LFN\�
FDPSDLJQ�ZDV�LQFRUSRUDWHG�LQ�,6p�WKUHDW�WR�DVVDVVLQDWH�$PHULFDQ�MRXUQDOLVW�6WHYHQ�
6RWORII��WDNLQJ�DGYDQWDJH�RI�'LOORQpV�\RXQJ�DXGLHQFH�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�JDLQLQJ�
QHZ�UHFUXLWV��,Q�VSULQJ�������,6�KLMDFNHG��%DOWLPRUH5LRWV�RQ�7ZLWWHU�WR�FODLP�WKDW�
LQ�WKH�,VODPLF�6WDWH�oEODFN�OLYHV�PDWWHUp�DV�PXFK�DV�DQ\�RWKHU�OLIH�

7KH�XVH�RI�KDVKWDJV�RQ�,QVWDJUDP�GLIIHUV��)RU�7ZLWWHU��WKH�KDVKWDJ�FDUULHV�D�GLVFXV�
VLRQ��RQ�,QVWDJUDP�WKH�KDVKWDJ�LV�DVVLJQHG�WR�DQ�LPDJH�DQG�LQGH[HV�FRQWHQW��:KLOH�
PDQ\�XVH�KDVKWDJV�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�WKHLU�LPDJH�RI�D��EHDFK�LV�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�RWKHU�
�EHDFKHV��KDVKWDJV�DUH�DOVR�XVHG�WR�DGG�YDOXH�WR�LPDJHV�ZLWKLQ�,QVWDJUDP��)RU�
H[DPSOH��D�VXEVHW�RI�KDVKWDJV��LQFOXGLQJ��LQVWDJRRG�DQG��LQVWDOLNH��DUH�XVHG�WR�
JDUQHU�OLNHV�DQG�IROORZHUV��UDWKHU�WKDQ�UHODWLQJ�WR�WKH�LPDJH�FRQWHQW�LWVHOI��:KHQ�
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,6�V\PSDWKL]HUV�XVH�KDVKWDJV�VXFK�DV��LQVWDJRRG��WKH\�DUH�GRLQJ�LW�IRU�WKH�VDPH��
PXQGDQH�UHDVRQ�DV�WKH�SHUVRQ�XSORDGLQJ�D�SLFWXUH�RI�WKHLU�EUHDNIDVW��WKDW�LV��WR�
JHW�OLNHV�DQG�IROORZHUV��+RZHYHU��,6p�XVH�RI�oLQVWDWDJVp�VXFK�DV��IROORZ�IROORZ�RU�
�SLFWXUHRIWKHGD\�LV�IDU�PRUH�LQVLGLRXV�WKDQ�ZKHQ�WKRVH�KDVKWDJV�JR�ZLWK�EOXHEHUU\�
SDQFDNHV��5DWKHU�WKDQ�D�PDVV�DWWDFN�RQ�D�KDVKWDJ�WR�JDLQ�PHGLD�DWWHQWLRQ�RU�WR�
LQWHQWLRQDOO\�GLVUXSW�WKH�IULYROLWLHV�RI�WKH�GHFDGHQW�:HVW��WKHVH�,6�,QVWDJUDPPHUV�
UHDOO\�GR�ZDQW�OLNHV�IRU�OLNHV�WR�FRQVWUXFW�D�VXSSRUWLYH�FRPPXQLW\�RI�OLNH�PLQGHG�
LQGLYLGXDOV��7KHVH�oLQVWDWDJVp�DUH�QRW�WDUJHWHG�RU�WRSLFDO��\HW�WKH\�DUH�DUJXDEO\�
YHU\�LQYDVLYH�

Screenshot from Express. Source: Rob Virtue, Express, 2015. 

7ZR�RWKHU�EURDG�JURXSV�RI�KDVKWDJV�EOHQG�H[WUHPLVW�DQG�QRQ�H[WUHPLVW�LPDJHV�RQ�
,QVWDJUDP��)LUVWO\��WKH�VWUHDP�RI�GDLO\�LPDJHV�DQG�YLGHRV�RQ�,QVWDJUDP�LV�LQILOWUDWHG�E\�
JUDSKLF�,6�FRQWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�XVH�RI�JHQHULF��VHFXODU�KDVKWDJV�OLNH��IXQQ\���SHDFH��DQG�
�OLNHIRUIROORZ��6HFRQGO\��PRUH�VSHFLILFDOO\��QRQ�H[WUHPLVW�,VODPLF�FRQWHQW�LV�ODWFKHG�
RQWR�E\�,6�VXSSRUWHUV�XVLQJ�KDVKWDJV�OLNH��0XVOLPVEHOLNH���4XUDQ���$OODKX�$NEDU��
DQG�VLPLODU�WDJV��)RU�H[DPSOH��PDQ\�LPDJHV�WKDW�DUH�WDJJHG�ZLWK��4XUDQ�VKRZ�
LQVSLUDWLRQDO�SDVVDJHV�IURP�,VODPLF�VFULSWXUH��%\�WDJJLQJ�,6�FRQWHQW�ZLWK��4XUDQ��
,QVWDJUDPPHUV�UHDGLQJ�WKURXJK�WKHVH�TXRWHV�DUH�H[SRVHG�WR�,6p�EDUEDULF�QDWXUH�
DQG�IXQGDPHQWDOLVW�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�,VODP�
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Censoring the Extreme

7KH�XVH�RI�KDVKWDJV�DQG�OLNHV�LV�QRW�VR�PXFK�DQ�DFW�RI�VWUDWHJLF�GLJLWDO�DJJUHVVLRQ�
DV�D�GLVSOD\�RI�RUGLQDU\�EHKDYLRU�RQ�,QVWDJUDP��7KH�VHHPLQJO\�XQWDUJHWHG�XVH�RI�
WKHVH�KDVKWDJV�GLIIXVHV�D�PHVVDJH�RI�H[WUHPLVP�WR�DQ�XQVXVSHFWLQJ�DXGLHQFH��
,QVWDJUDP�RIIHUV�D�VSDFH�IRU�OLNH�PLQGHG�LQGLYLGXDOV�WR�JDWKHU��EXW�ZKDW�FRQWURO�GRHV�
LW��DV�D�FRPSDQ\��H[HUFLVH�ZKHQ�FRPPXQLWLHV�EHFRPH�KRWEHGV�IRU�H[WUHPLVP"�,Q�
WKH�UHDOP�RI�WKH�GLJLWDO��DQ�LPSRUWDQW�HQHP\�LV�WKH�EDWWOHJURXQG�LWVHOI��LQ�WKLV�FDVH��
,QVWDJUDP�DV�D�SODWIRUP�ZLWK�LWV�RZQ�UXOHV�IRU�ZKDW�FDQ�DQG�FDQQRW�EH�SRVWHG��

7KH�EDWWOH�EHLQJ�IRXJKW�RQOLQH�LV�TXLWH�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�RQH�RQ�WKH�JURXQG��7KH�
PXMDKLGHHQ�ZKR�ILJKW�IRU�,6�RQ�WKH�EDWWOHILHOG�KDYH�FKRVHQ�WR�SK\VLFDOO\�DFW�XSRQ�
WKHLU�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��7KH�LQIOX[�RI�IRUHLJQ�ILJKWHUV�WR�WKH�UHJLRQ�KDV�
QRW�EHHQ�ZLWKRXW�FDVXDOW\��DQG�WKH�JURXS�KDV�EHHQ�SRSXODUO\�UHSRUWHG�DV�UHJDUGLQJ�
GHDWK�DV�DQ\WKLQJ�EXW�D�SXQLVKPHQW��$OWKRXJK�QRW�DV�IDWDO��,6�V\PSDWKL]HUV�RQ�,QVWD�
JUDP�DUH�LPSRWHQW�ZKHQ�PHDVXUHV�RI�FHQVRUVKLS�DUH�HQIRUFHG�E\�WKH�SRZHUV�WKDW�
EH��+RZHYHU��RQFH�DQ�DFFRXQW�RQ�,QVWDJUDP�LV�UHPRYHG�IRU�YLRODWLQJ�WKH�SODWIRUPpV 
7HUPV�RI�8VH�UHJDUGLQJ�YLROHQW�DQG�KDWHIXO�FRQWHQW��WKH�PDNHU�RI�WKDW�DFFRXQW�FDQ�
FUHDWH�D�QHZ�RQH��/LNH�FXWWLQJ�WKH�KHDG�RII�WKH�P\WKLFDO�+\GUD�DQG�VRRQ�ILQGLQJ�WZR�
PRUH�LQ�LWV�SODFH��DQRWKHU�DFFRXQW�SRSV�XS�WR�UHSODFH�WKH�RQH�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�GHOHWHG�

3RSXODU�XVHUV�DUH�DZDUH�RI�WKH�YDOXH�RI�WKHLU�,QVWDJUDP�QHWZRUN�RI�OLNHV�DQG�IROORZHUV��
7KLV�SRSXODULW\�DOVR�SXWV�WKH�H[WUHPLVW�DFFRXQWV�LQ�GDQJHU��WKH�PRUH�DWWHQWLRQ�WKH\�
JHW�DQG�WKH�PRUH�YDOXH�WKH\�DPDVV��WKH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WKH\�DUH�WR�KDYH�WKHLU�DFFRXQWV�
UHSRUWHG�E\�RWKHU�XVHUV�DQG�WKHQ�GHOHWHG�E\�,QVWDJUDP��7R�FRXQWHUDFW�WKLV��WKH�
PRUH�SRSXODU�,6�VXSSRUWLQJ�,QVWDJUDPPHUV�DGYHUWLVH�EDFN�XS�DFFRXQWV�LQ�WKHLU�
SURILOHV��%\�GRLQJ�VR��WKH\�SUHSDUH�WKHLU�IROORZHUV�IRU�WKH�QH[W�VWHS�VKRXOG�WKHLU�
DFFRXQW�EH�GHOHWHG��$V�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�OD\HU�RI�SURWHFWLRQ��H[WUHPLVW�,QVWDJUDPPHUV�
DOVR�WHQG�WR�KDYH�SULYDWH�DFFRXQWV��DOORZLQJ�WKHP�WR�MXGJH�ZKHWKHU�WKH�ULJKW�NLQG�
RI�SHRSOH�DUH�UHTXHVWLQJ�DFFHVV�WR�WKHLU�QHWZRUN�

%HVLGHV�UHO\LQJ�RQ�LQGLYLGXDOV�UHSRUWLQJ�WKRVH�SURILOHV�WKDW�WKH\�WDNH�LVVXH�ZLWK��WKH�
SROLFLQJ�DQG�EORFNLQJ�RI�XQGHVLUDEOH�DQG�SURYRFDWLYH�FRQWHQW�LV�D�SODWIRUP�FRQWUROOHG�
SURFHVV�WKDW�WDNHV�WKH�IRUP�RI�LQWHUIHUHQFH�ZLWK�VHDUFK�UHVXOWV��)RU�H[DPSOH��D�
VHDUFK�IRU��ZHHG�\LHOGV�QR�UHVXOWV��ZKLOH�VHDUFKLQJ�IRU��PDULMXDQD�OHDGV�WR�DQ�
DOPRVW�HQGOHVV�VWUHDP�RI�LPDJHV�WKDW�DUH�RIWHQ�DOVR�WDJJHG�ZLWK��ZHHG��SURYLQJ�
WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKH�KDVKWDJ�RQ�,QVWDJUDP��+RZHYHU��QR�VXFK�PHDVXUH�VHHPV�WR�
EH�LQ�SODFH�IRU�,6�UHODWHG�KDVKWDJV��D�VHDUFK�IRU��NKLODIDK�WDNHV�WKH�XVHU�GLUHFWO\�
WR�D�SRRO�RI�SRWHQWLDOO\�H[WUHPLVW�FRQWHQW�
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7KHUH�LV�DQRWKHU��OHVV�FUXGH�ZD\�RI�LQWHUIHULQJ�ZLWK�VHDUFK�UHVXOWV�WKDW�LV�EHVW�H[SODLQHG�
WKURXJK�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI��WKLQ��6HDUFKLQJ�IRU�WKLV�KDVKWDJ�GRHV�OHDG�WR�WKH�LPDJHV�
WDJJHG�ZLWK�LW��EXW�SULRU�WR�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�YLHZ�WKHP��WKH�XVHU�LV�SUHVHQWHG�ZLWK�D�GLDORJ�
ER[�ZDUQLQJ�WKDW�LPDJHV�LQGH[HG�XQGHU�WKLV�WHUP�PD\�EH�JUDSKLF��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�D�
OLQN�WR�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�HDWLQJ�GLVRUGHUV��,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�,VODPLF�H[WUHPLVP�
DQG�WKHLU�XVH�RI�SROLWLFDOO\�DQG�UHOLJLRXVO\�FKDUJHG�WHUPV��OLNH��MLKDG�RU��PXMDKLGHHQ��
RXWULJKW�EORFNDJH�GRHV�QRW�GR�MXVWLFH�WR�WKH�GLYHUVH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI�WKHVH�WHUPV��
$V�EURDG�FRQFHSWV�ZLWKLQ�,VODP��WKH\�DUH�QRW�LQKHUHQWO\�YLROHQW�EXW�E\�EHLQJ�XVHG�
WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�EUXWDO�LPDJHU\�WKH�KDVKWDJV�DUH�UHSXUSRVHG�LQ�D�YLROHQW�ZD\�E\�VRPH�
XVHUV��%HFDXVH�RI�WKLV�DPELJXLW\�RI�PHDQLQJ�WKH�SROLFLQJ�RI�FRQWHQW�EHFRPHV�D�
GHOLFDWH�LVVXH��HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�WKLV�DPELJXLW\�LV�RQO\�DSSDUHQW�WR�WKRVH�oLQ�WKH�NQRZp�

,Q�IDFW��DV�ZHOO�DV�EHLQJ�XVHG�DV�D�PHWKRG�RI�FHQVRUVKLS�E\�WKH�SODWIRUP��KDVKWDJV�
DUH�XVHG�E\�,6�VXSSRUWHUV�DV�D�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�FRXQWHUDFWLQJ�FHQVRUVKLS��8VLQJ�DQ�
DPELJXRXV�KDVKWDJ�ZLWK�D�PHDQLQJ�WKDW�LV�QRW�RYHUWO\�H[WUHPLVW�LV�D�FRQYHQLHQW�
ZD\�WR�IO\�XQGHU�WKH�UDGDU�RI�,QVWDJUDPpV�FHQVRUV��7KH�KDVKWDJ��JUHHQELUGV��IRU�
H[DPSOH��VHHPV�KDUPOHVV�WR�PRVW�SHRSOH��EXW�DORQJVLGH�LPDJHV�RI�SDUDNHHWV�DQG�
VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�3KLODGHOSKLD�(DJOHV�IRRWEDOO�WHDP�OLH�LPDJHV�RI�GHDG�PXMDKLGHHQ�
DQG�RWKHU�UHIHUHQFHV�WR�MLKDGLVW�PDUW\UV��7KH�oJUHHQ�ELUGp�PHWDSKRU�LV�D�JULSSLQJ�
DQDORJ\�WKDW�KDUNV�EDFN�WR�D�ERRN�HQWLWOHG�In the Hearts of Green Birds: The Martyrs 
of Bosnia�WKDW�HXORJL]HV�WKH�PDUW\UGRP�RI�IRUHLJQ�,VODPLF�VROGLHUV�GXULQJ�WKH�ZDU�
LQ�%RVQLD��7KLV�LV�D�SRLJQDQW�EHOLHI�WKDW�WKH�VRXOV�RI�IDOOHQ�ILJKWHUV�DUH�FDSWXUHG�
DQG�FDUULHG�LQ�WKH�KHDUWV�RI�JUHHQ�ELUGV�LQWR�SDUDGLVH�

Source unknown. 

7KH�DPELJXLW\�WKDW��JUHHQELUGV�LV�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�EHFRPHV�HYHQ�PRUH�H[SOLFLW�ZLWK�
WKH�LQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�HPRML�LQWR�,QVWDJUDPpV�FDSWLRQV��FRPPHQWV��DQG�HYHQ�LWV�VHDUFK�
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IXQFWLRQ��,6�VXSSRUWHUVp�XVH�RI�HPRML�RQ�,QVWDJUDP�LV�UHPDUNDEOH�LQ�LWV�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�
ZKDW�KDV�EHFRPH�FRQYHQWLRQDO�HPRML�XVDJH���*UHHQELUGV�LV�RIWHQ�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�
FRPPHQWV�FRQWDLQLQJ�D�JUHHQ�KHDUW�HPRML��+HDUWV�REYLRXVO\�PHDQ�GLIIHUHQW�WKLQJV�
LQ�GLIIHUHQW�FRQWH[WV��EXW�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�,VODPLF�6WDWH�RQ�,QVWDJUDP��WKH�JUHHQ�
KHDUW�LV�D�FRQYHQLHQW�SRUWUD\DO�RI�VXSSRUW�DQG�D�IXUWKHU�YLVXDO�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�
JUHHQ�ELUG�DQDORJ\�DQG�ORYH�IRU�PDUW\UV��$QRWKHU�H[DPSOH�LV�WKH�SRLQWHG�ILQJHU�
ZKLFK�LV�DOVR�XVHG�DV�D�PDUNHU�RI�DOLJQPHQW�ZLWK�,6p�IXQGDPHQWDOLVW�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�
RI�WDZKHHG��%\�PLUURULQJ�WKH�RQH�ILQJHU�VDOXWH�RI�,6�ILJKWHUV��WKH�SRLQWHG�ILQJHU�
HPRML�LV�DOVR�GLVWLQFW�IURP�WKH�JUHHQ�KHDUW�DV�LW�UHIOHFWV�D�SK\VLFDO�DFWLRQ��DQG�DV�
VXFK�FDQ�EHFRPH�DQ�HYHQ�PRUH�FRQYHQLHQW�VKRUWKDQG�IRU�VXSSRUW�

$PELJXLW\�LQ�PHDQLQJ�LV�SUHFLVHO\�ZKDW�PDNHV�WKH�XVH�RI�HPRML�VXFK�D�FRQYHQLHQW�
PHWKRG�IRU�WKH�SOHGJLQJ�RI�VXSSRUW�IRU�,6�ZLWKRXW�KDYLQJ�WR�GR�VR�H[SOLFLWO\�t�
SRWHQWLDOO\�DOORZLQJ�XVHUV�WR�IO\�XQGHU�WKH�UDGDU�DQG�DYRLG�FHQVRUVKLS�IRU�DV�ORQJ�
DV�SRVVLEOH��7KH�SRLQWHG�ILQJHU�DQG�WKH�JUHHQ�KHDUW�GR�QRW�LPPHGLDWHO\�HYRNH�WKH�
LGHD�RI�VXSSRUW�IRU�,6�RU�PDUW\UGRP��)RU�H[DPSOH��IRU�WKRVH�QRW�LQ�WKH�NQRZ��WKH�
JUHHQ�KHDUW�FRXOG�TXLWH�SRVVLEO\�HYRNH�IHHOLQJV�RI�,ULVK�SULGH�RU�SHUKDSV�HQYLURQ�
PHQWDOLVP��6HQVLWLYLW\�WR�WKH�FRQWH[WXDO�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKHVH�UHIHUHQFHV�LV�GHSHQGHQW�
RQ�IDPLOLDULW\�ZLWK�DFWLRQV�DQG�EHKDYLRU�WKDW�GHPRQVWUDWH�EDFNLQJ�IRU�,6�

The Instagrammification of Islamic State

7KH�TXHVWLRQ�UHPDLQV�DV�WR�KRZ�,QVWDJUDP�FDQ�SURYLGH�D�PRUH�QXDQFHG�DSSURDFK�
WR�FHQVRUVKLS��ILJKWLQJ�WKH�VSUHDG�RI�H[WUHPLVP�ZKLOH�NHHSLQJ�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�WKH�VRFLDO�
FRQQHFWLYLW\�WKDW�LV�LWV�UDLVRQ�GpÇWUH��:KLOH�WKH�EODQNHW�EDQ�RQ��HGP��IRU�H[DPSOH��
ZDV�XVHG�WR�LPSHGH�VSDP�RQ�WKH�SODWIRUP��WKLV�PHWKRG�GRHV�QRW�WUDQVODWH�WR�
FRXQWHULQJ�UHOLJLRXV�H[WUHPLVP�DQG�WKH�SRVWLQJ�RI�H[WUHPLVW�FRQWHQW��3ODFLQJ�D�
PRUDWRULXP�RQ��MLKDG�ZRXOG�DOLHQDWH�WKH�IDU�ODUJHU�FRPPXQLW\�RI�0XVOLPV�ZKR�
XVH�WKH�KDVKWDJ�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKHLU�VSLULWXDO�VWUXJJOH�LQ�GDLO\�OLIH�DV�RSSRVHG�WR�
D�PLOLWDULVWLF�VWUXJJOH�DJDLQVW�QRQ�EHOLHYHUV�

)DFHERRN�LV�D�PRELOL]HU��7ZLWWHU�LV�DQ�DPSOLILHU��,QVWDJUDP�LV�WKH�URPDQWLFL]HU�RI�
FDXVHV�DQG�D�YRLFH�IRU�WKH�LG\OOLF��%H�WKDW�DV�LW�PD\��SHUFHLYLQJ�,QVWDJUDP�DV�WKH�
ZKLPVLFDO�\RXQJHU�VLEOLQJ�RI�)DFHERRN�DQG�7ZLWWHU�GRHVQpW�QHJDWH�LWV�SRZHU�DV�D�WRRO�
IRU�LQGLYLGXDOV�LQWHQW�RQ�VSUHDGLQJ�WHUURU��8QOLNH�)DFHERRN�RU�7ZLWWHU��HYHU\WKLQJ�DERXW�
,QVWDJUDP�LPEXHV�FRQWHQW�ZLWK�D�GUHDP\�DLU��OHQGLQJ�DQ�HWKHUHDO�TXDOLW\�WR�HYHQ�WKH�
PRVW�JUDSKLF�RI�LPDJHV��:LWK�WKH�XVH�RI�LQ�DSS�ILOWHUV�DQG�H[WHUQDO�HGLWLQJ�VRIWZDUH��
XVHUV�FDOO�RQ�JOREDOO\�IDPLOLDU�GHVLJQV��DHVWKHWLF�WUHQGV��DQG�KXPRU�WR�LQFUHDVH�WKHLU�
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LPDJHVp�SRWHQWLDO�SRSXODULW\�DQG�FLUFXODWLRQ��/LNH�QRQ�H[WUHPH�,QVWDJUDPPHUV��,6�
V\PSDWKL]HUV�SURPRWH�ERWK�WKHLU�FDXVH�DQG�WKHPVHOYHV��UHYHOOLQJ�LQ�WKH�DFTXLVLWLRQ�
RI�OLNHV�DQG�IROORZHUV��)RU�ZKLOH�WKLV�LV�D�FRPPXQLW\�RI�,6�VXSSRUWHUV��LW�LV�DOVR�D�
FROOHFWLRQ�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZLVKLQJ�WR�SURPRWH�ERWK�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�WKHLU�FRQWHQW��,W�
LV�QHYHUWKHOHVV�WKH�KRPRJHQHLW\�RI�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDOpV�FRQWHQW�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK�
RQH�DQRWKHU�WKDW�VKDSHV�WKLV�FRPPXQLW\��D�UHIOHFWLRQ�ERWK�RI�WKH�IXQFWLRQDOLW\�DQG�
DHVWKHWLF�RI�,QVWDJUDP��DQG�WKH�VLQJOH�PLQGHGQHVV�RI�WKH�,VODPLF�6WDWH�


