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EDITORIAL

Looking at the title of this current magazine and
especially at words such as ‘corners’ we got it again: that
feeling that one never stops learning, or as they say in
English ‘every day is a school day’.  Corners of the cities
are the words chosen by our partners in Lisbon who, as
communication experts, created this magazine. 
The interesting aspect of using these words is that they
propose new models beyond the concepts of city centers
and peripheries. They point to the capacity to make
spaces, to the versatile, to the use of multiple
perspectives and also to the ability to keep developing in
a way that makes sense and that acknowledges the
already existing.  

This is important to emphasize. Because maybe the
nuance in the use of words is not the first thing one has
in mind when cooperating internationally, with a larger
number of cities and ditto universities and partners. But
in the end, it is because of this eagerness to keep
thinking, learning and acting on the meaning of words
that we have achieved one of the nicest cooperations
ever. We have been able to translate our local feelings -
intercity cooperation from within! - and to connect
research from and within city corners, increasingly
overcoming binaries such as centers and peripheries.  

Reading and seeing the different contributions in this
magazine one can see how the love for knowledge,
research and cooperation has been an engine and a
primary condition in this IMAGE project. 

The care for students and partners while building a
Knowledge Hub and a Student Hub, the re-discovery that
drawing and painting is a way of mapping, the building of
an infrastructure to keep doing research with a common
teaching case, including every day practices, and the
many tools available in the Knowledge Hub -
www.cityimaginaries.com 

We are the IMAGE group Researching the City Mapping
Imaginaries. And we are to ready to continue in pursuit of
cooperation!

With thanks to the support of the European Erasmus+
Strategic Partnership programme and to the many
students as partners and friends.  

 

By Nuria Arbones Aran and Bernard Smeenk  |  Amsterdam

The ‘corners’ of the city! 



Mapping the ways for better cities in each and all of their corners

http://www.cityimaginaries.com/


The form and format of a ‘teaching case’ implies ready-

to-use teaching material that can be easily integrated

within a module and/or curriculum. This is why we

created (and tested across three pilots and with more

than 250 students) ‘Researching the city: Mapping

imaginaries’ teaching case accompanied by teachers’

training materials, sensory toolkit, all accessible through

an online platform, the ‘Knowledge hub’ that further

showcases the works of our students, their walks through

our cities and the arguments why we all have to

understand and connect in meaningful ways with urban

areas that are often seen as in the so-called ‘periphery’

(or further away from the city centres). 

In this sense, the teaching case and the accompanying

materials facilitate an integration across multiple settings

(and disciplines) as a response to an urgency related to

the ways our cities are set to achieve their sustainability

goals.
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residents, to walks activating the senses, to desk

research, to design thinking that facilitates the mappings

and their activation (or the action plan how to gain

visibility, appreciation, etc. of these places). 

Why should we do all of the above? We know from

research that the more we visit a place, the more we

remember it and generally urban areas in the city centres

are more visited and better remembered. We also know

that urban memory plays an important role in our general

well-being (cultural memory is essential for place identity,

place making, and the development of the sense of place,

(Hussein, Stephens, and Tiwari, 2020). So, for the sake of

our well-being, the well-being of our students, colleagues,

local residents, and various communities let’s initiate

meaningful connections and understandings, let’s map

and dive into complexities, let’s create and preserve the

symbolic and creative ecologies of these urban areas

submerged in the context of fast pace change. 
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EriHussein, F., Stephens, J., Tiwari, R. (2020). Grounded Theory as an Approach for Exploring the Effect of Cultural

Memory on Psychosocial Well-Being in Historic Urban Landscapes. Soc. Sci. 9(12). 219.

The urgency is twofold: one hand, we have witnessed the

emancipation of the urban peripheries, hosting

multiplicity of referential places filled with symbolic and

creative capital, while still experiencing stigmatization,

various range of inequalities, and cycle of change (often

brought by forces outside of the area). These urban areas

need us to take time and understand their complexities,

challenges, and potentialities also because many of our

university campuses are there. Our students, colleagues,

buildings and accompanying infrastructure have become

an integral part of these neighbourhoods and yet we

often know and experience very little of them.

‘Researching the city: Mapping imaginaries’ teaching case

invites you to explore the areas around the campus using

the approach of ‘mapping imaginaries’ or outlining the

ideas, perceptions, images, image-scapes we have and

circulate about urban places using multiplicities of data

gathering methods: from meeting with city planners,

experts, artists, activists, grass-rooted organizations, 
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