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Preventative Parenting: Governmental Racialization of Migrant Families 
 

‘Is everything okay with my husband? Is everything okay with my children? Only after that do 
they think about themselves… they are in service to their husband and children and need to 

learn to make choices for themselves.’1 
 
Migrant families to the Netherlands, must together, or after reunification, complete the civic 
integration programme. Previous research conducted by this author2 displayed, through a 
framework of governmental racialization,3 that these programmes participate in the continued 
normalization of a notion of cultural distance, essentializing this difference, attributing it as an 
inherent characteristic to individuals and their ‘unmodernity’. This unmoderness becomes the 
target of new disciplinary practices, aimed at facilitating internalization of modern, ‘Dutch’ 
values.  
 
This paper provides a continuation of this work by presenting how the notion of cultural 
distance is strengthened through discourses on migrant families and specifically parents. 
Analysis displays that multiple actors are discursively mobilized in ‘shoring up colonially 
perceived deficiencies’4 regarding families, their familial roles, and their parenting 
competencies and approaches.  The disempowered mother; the distant father; and the 
vulnerable child, are signifiers of ‘inter-generational integration risk’, which in-turn are 
disciplined through practices of preventative parenting and empowerment, discreetly 
embedded or overtly promoted throughout civic integration programmes. 
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