Appendix 1

	General steps to crime scene investigations

	1. Does your country have any general guidelines for how crime scene investigations are approached?

	Stage 1 Case/outside/context information

	1. What information do you have prior to arriving and upon arrival at the crime scenes?
a. Is this enough? Too much?
b. What information would you want to receive (and why?)
2. What information would you not want to receive (and why)? Do you incorporate any sources of outside information/intelligence to guide your investigations? (e.g., from police investigators, investigative psychologists, knowledge from previous cases/studies)?
a. Why or why not? What kind of value could they add?
b. In which kinds of cases would you like to use outside information/intelligence?
c. If you do, when do you incorporate this information?
d. Would knowledge that two cases are related change your search approach?
3. Can you give me an example in which you received a piece of information that really changed the direction of your investigation?

	Stage 2 Walkthrough/Orientation

	1. How do you decide where to start your investigations?
a. How do you identify areas of interest?

	Stage 3 Trace Search & Collection

	1. Do you believe you are able to visualize all the traces left at a scene?
2. If you cannot find all traces at a scene, how do you approach searching for & collecting latent traces? 
3. How do you identify and select relevant traces?

	Stage 4 Evaluation & Reconstruction

	1. How do you know when you’ve collected “enough” traces?
a. Are there any restrictions on how many traces you can collect?
b. If there is a “minimum,” do you ever stop short? Why or why not?
2. How do you choose which traces go on for further analysis?
a. Are there any restrictions on how many traces you can submit to the lab?




