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32FOREWORD:

VIII Art of Research  
Conference: Re-Imagining

The theme of the eighth Art of Research conference 
is “Re-Imagining”, addressing the various gestures 
of going back, returning to take another look, or for 
starting anew. It suggests that research in the context 
of artistic and creative practice could have a special 
relation to time; simultaneously attaching itself to a prior 
moment in time and from there propelling imagination to 
unforeseen futures. The theme proposes reassessments 
where the evaluation of past events, integral to research, 
is in unison with the anticipation potential, integral to the 
arts. It wonders about new conceptions of an idea, place, 
space, object, and ways of doing and making that emerge 
from a reverse glance — the challenges, updates, and 
improvements.

The Art of Research conferences promote the 
continuous dialogue of research practices in art and 
design. The previous seven international conferences 
have contributed to the development of rapidly growing 
and spreading discourse on artistic and practice-led 
research. Over the two decades, the conferences have 
had a significant role in engaging in multiple notions of 
research where diverse modes of creative practice are 
used as catalysts for enquiry.

This year, we have received an outstanding number 
of submissions, a total of 170. Through the double-
blind peer review the programme selected 29 full 

papers and 41 explorative papers to be presented in the 
conference. With the shorter explorative papers, the 
conference expects to welcome other ways of looking 
at artistic research. We continue to emphasize the 
relevance of the creative outputs in artistic research 
through an exhibition related to the papers presented 
at the conference, with 32 contributions. In addition, we 
complete the conference programme with two keynotes 
that explore the conference themes from exciting 
perspectives: Álvaro Sevilla-Buitrago and Laura Beloff.

The conference takes place between the 30th 
November and 1st December at Aalto University, Espoo, 
Finland. 

We are very happy to welcome you to explore the 
presentations at the VIII Art of Research Conference. 

The Art of Research Chairs 
and organizing team.
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cities and the politics of the common

Dr. Álvaro Sevilla-Buitrago 
Town and Regional Planning Department, ETSAM, 
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid

Thursday 30 November 2023
9:15 – 10:30

Keynote: Re-im
agining urbanization: cities and the politics of the com

m
on

Álvaro Sevilla-Buitrago is Associate Professor of 
Urban Planning at the School of Architecture (ETSAM), 
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid. His work sits at 
the intersection of urban studies, critical theory, and 
social history, with a focus on how urbanization, design 
practices, and planning policies shape social change 
and community life. He has devoted special attention to 
exploring the spatial dimension of struggles over the 
commons and social reproduction throughout history. 
Sevilla-Buitrago is the author of Against the Commons: 
A Radical History of Urban Planning (University of 
Minnesota Press, 2022) and editor of Neil Brenner: 
Critical Urban Theory and the Politics of Scale (Icaria, 
2017, in Spanish). He has an extensive record of over 
fifty publications in edited books and journals such 
as Antipode, The Architectural Review, Society and 
Space, Social and Cultural Geography, and Planning 
Perspectives, among others. Before becoming a full-
time academic, he worked as an urban planner for over a 
decade.
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Keynote: Re-im
agining urbanization: cities and the politics of the com

m
on

Over the past decade there has been a significant 
surge of interest in the idea of urban commons. However, 
despite the progressive inclination of the contributions 
to this discussion, the debate has often proceeded in 
ways that can be misleading in conceptual and political 
terms. Much of the existing research relies on abstract 
formulations and idealizations that are distant from 
the reality and pressing everyday needs that animate 
actually existing commons. More importantly, the 
emphasis on the urban dimension of commoning and the 
identification of the metropolis as a privileged arena for 
the flourishing of the commons neglects the fact that 
cities and urbanization have frequently been mobilized 
as apparatuses to undermine the collective potential of 
communal arrangements. As practices involved in the 
material and symbolic production of places, urbanism, 
architecture, design and written and visual media have 
often become entangled in a politics of community 
aimed at mediating urbanization to decollectivize society. 
Addressing the conference’s main theme, the talk will 
look at the past to elucidate the role of these fields of 
practice in the process of decommonization, to what 
extent the spatial ideologies they aimed to build are still 
with us, and how a critical re-reading may help us to re-
imagine urbanization as an emancipatory project.  
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Thinking Terrestrial

Dr. Laura Beloff
Department of Art & Media, Aalto University

Friday 1 December 2023
9:30 – 10:40

Laura Beloff (Ph.D.) is an internationally acclaimed 
artist and researcher based in Finland. She functions 
in-between artistic production and academic research 
with a core in artistic methods. Beloff’s concept- and 
practice-driven research is located in the cross section 
of art, science and technology. The research engages 
in art, humans, environment and society in affiliation 
with science and technology, biology, artificial life, 
artificial intelligence, robotics, human enhancement and 
their theories. Her career includes wide international 
engagements as visiting researcher in Mexico UNAM 
2015, Shanghai SIVA 2017, and Trento University 2018 
as well as professorships at Art Academy Oslo, The 
University of Applied Arts in Vienna and IT-University in 
Copenhagen. Currently she is Associate Professor and 
Head of Doctoral Studies at Aalto University’s School of 
Art, Design and Architecture.

Keynote: Thinking Terrestrial
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1918In recent years, we have seen an increase in interest 
towards artistic practices which deal with crossover 
between art, science, and technology. Parallel to this, 
there is a tendency towards solutions and attitudes 
that promote ecological lifestyles and sustainable 
relationships to our planet. It has become clear that we 
need to consider the world beyond humans. 

For people like me who have grown up in the western 
world, the imagined possibility that the human species 
can leave the planet in the future has always been there. 
Many of our technological developments and innovations 
have been following this scenario, from the 1870’s 
Clinostat, to international space-race competition in 
the 1950’s and 60’s, and today’s development of space 
tourism. Furthermore, it has become utterly clear that 
we need new imaginaries and alternative scenarios. 
Should one of them be aimed at living and dying on 
this planet, instead of pushing the idealistic proposal 
for leaving our planet? This could change our attitudes 
and the way we treat this planet with its multiplicity of 
life-forms. This would not mean stopping developments 
in the sciences, technology, and the arts, but would 
potentially lead us to locally investigate the current 
conditions and environment. What kinds of artificial and 
(bio)technological entities would fit into the existing 
biological ecosystems? How to deal with difficult 
relations, for example with parasites and viruses? 

Keynote: Thinking Terrestrial

Keynote: Thinking Terrestrial
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SESSION 1.1

Re-imagining Artistic 
Research

Thursday, 30 November 2023
11:00-12:30
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Re-Visioning 
Interspecies 
Collaborations

Thursday, 30 November 2023
15:30-17:00
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Feral Experiments in 
CreaTures Co-Laboratory

Markéta Dolejšová - Aalto University, Finland
Andrea Botero - Aalto University, Finland
Jaz Hee-jeong Choi - Amsterdam University of Applied 
Sciences, The Netherlands 
Michal Mitro - ssessi.space
Agniezska Pokrywka - Supereclectic
Tuuli Mattelmäki - Aalto University, Finland
Chewie - Open Forest Collective

Keywords feral creative practice  eco-social transformation   

more-than-human sensemaking

Image . Jiří Dolejš

Session 2.3 Re-Visioning Interspecies C
ollaborations

In this paper, we share insights from our creative 
practice-based experimentation with ‘feral’ ways 
of stimulating eco-social change. Drawing on our 
experiences with three practice-based research 
projects – Open Forest, Cyano Automaton, and Open 
Urban Forest – we discuss how feral ways may foster 
more-than-human co-creation of knowledge and data, 
and nurture pluralistic making sense-with other-than-
human creatures. We first explore the concept of 
feral in supporting the understanding of how creative 
eco-social inquiries may evolve beyond the bounds of 
anthropocentrism, in relation with more-than-human 
experiences. Through our three cases, we illustrate 
how experimenting with feralness can bring to the fore 
issues of power, agency, and control in the currently 
human-centric discourses around data, technology, and 
sensemaking in eco-social transformation. By sharing 
our emerging insights regarding feral ways, our aim is to 
help nurture critical, more-than-human perspectives in 
creative practice-based inquiries in art and design.

Session 2.3 Re-Visioning Interspecies C
ollaborations - Feral Experim

ents in C
reaTures C

o-Laboratory




